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Take Home Assessment 

Task:

Craft a 4-6 paragraph essay in response to one of the prompts below 

1. Works of literature often depict acts of betrayal. Friends and even family may betray a protagonist; main characters may likewise be guilty of treachery or may betray their own values. Select a novel or play (today you must write about The Great Gatsby) that includes such acts of betrayal. Then, in a well-written essay, analyze the nature of the betrayal and show how it contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid plot summary.

2. In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present actions, attitudes, or values of a character. Choose a novel or play (today you must write about The Great Gatsby) in which a character must contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal. Then write an essay in which you show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a whole. 

3. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. Select a novel or a play (today you must write about The Great Gatsby) and, focusing on one symbol, write an essay analyzing how that symbol functions in the work and what it reveals about the characters or themes of the work as a whole. Do not merely summarize the plot. 
4. In a literary work, a minor character, often known as a foil, possesses traits that emphasize, by contrast or comparison, the distinctive characteristics and qualities of the main character. For example, the ideas or behavior of the minor character might be used to highlight the weaknesses or the strengths of the main character. Choose a novel or a play in which a minor character serves as a foil to a main character. Then write an essay in which you analyze how the relation between the minor character and the major character illuminates the meaning of the work.

Writing Guidelines (adapted from Barron’s AP English Literature and Composition):

· Clearly establish the purpose/main idea of the essay

· Clearly and completely address the prompt

· Insightfully organize the sequence of ideas according to the purpose of the essay

· Present a cogent analysis using fully-developed, coherent paragraphs

· Use clear, precise, and appropriately varied sentences to convey meaning and create effects

· Use precise and effective vocabulary extremely well-suited to the subject and the audience

· Avoid all or virtually all grammar usage errors

· Use present simple tense

(You must incorporate literary terms that are in the handout.)
