Writing a Research Proposal*
Writing a research paper is a multi-step process. The biggest mistake people make is not allowing enough time. The process consists of at least four distinct phases: research (gathering materials), reading the materials, synthesis of the materials, and writing the paper. You should start early: most people underestimate how long the first three steps take. These three steps also directly influence the quality of the paper: they are its foundation. Without a strong foundation the paper cannot be strong.

 

A research proposal is the presentation of an idea that you wish to pursue. A good research proposal presumes that you have already thought about your project and have devoted some time and effort in gathering information, reading, and then organizing your thoughts. A research proposal is not a project to be thrown together in one night with ideas off the top of your head. Thus, one might say that the research proposal is a second step, following the selection of a broad topic.
The actual proposal will indicate what analytical question you wish to address. The foundation of a good research paper is a good research question. The proposal is a way for you to begin the research process as well as a way for you to articulate your own interests in this project. In other words, the proposal allows you to create or negotiate the assignment according to your own interests. You may want to begin by asking critical questions that may lead you to refine your topic even more.
What does "analytical" mean? An analytical question can take different forms and no one form is necessarily better than others. What all analytical questions have in common is the fact that they are not merely descriptive. That is, an analytical question moves beyond the "what" and explores the "how," and the "why." A good analytical research paper will use "the what" as part of the answer to "the why." But it is obligatory to address a question beyond the "what." For example, a descriptive paper would ask: "What was Gorbachev's economic perestroika policies?" An analytical paper would ask: "Why did Gorbachev's economic perestroika policies fail?" As part of the paper, you would then review what the policies were, but then you would go beyond that description.
The specific parts of the research PROPOSAL are as follows:
1. A RESEARCH QUESTION:  The point of your paper is to explain something. Remember, the foundation of a good research paper is a good research question. 
2. REVIEW OF FIVE SCHOLARLY/ACADEMIC ESSAYS
3. THE ARGUMENT: Begin to explain how you will answer the research question.  Consider how your explanation is original or different.
4. EXPLAIN how your argument will differ from that which has been made by other authors. 
*Excerpted and edited from several online sources

DESCRIPTIVE vs. ANALYTICAL RESEARCH QUESTIONS
Change the following into analytical questions:

1. 

What is the setting of the novel The Stranger, by Albert Camus? 

2. 

What are the key differences between to economic policies of the Democratic Party and the Republican Party? 

3. 
What were Bill Clinton’s welfare policies?

Now develop possible analytical questions for the following topics:

1.  Teens and social media

2.  Childhood Obesity

3.  Aid in Haiti

Academic Sources for Essays
Just about anyone with access to a server can post information to the Internet. This ease of access for distributing information is both a blessing and a curse. On the one hand, the Internet allows for more timely and widespread distribution of information. New discoveries can be made available in minutes rather than the months or years required for distribution of print publications. Information on the Internet, in most cases, is not subject to censorship by government agencies or professional associations. This enables a free flow of information and ideas-every voice can be heard. 

On the other hand, the speed and ease of publication that the Internet offers may result in the premature release of information. In the rush to make public some findings, some researchers may not follow the rigorous research guidelines established by their professions. Also, since much of the information on the Internet is not reviewed, censored, or evaluated before it is made available, you cannot automatically assume that everything you read on the Internet is accurate, up-to-date, or unbiased. Consequently, when conducting research on the Internet, you must evaluate each of your sources. You are responsible for making sure the evidence you use in your arguments is accurate, unbiased, comprehensive, appropriate, current, and clear. 

If you have a source that is not included in this description, you can still use it in your paper, but it WILL NOT fulfill the academic source requirement.  If you have any doubts or concerns about any of the sources you want to use in your paper, I will be able to help you. 

 

WHAT DOES COUNT AS AN ACADEMIC SOURCE:
· Academic journals or quarterlies (These are written by experts and reviewed by peers).

· Academic (non-fiction) books or chapters from those books. 

· Some academic articles from academic web sites (i.e., those related to universities sites).  The URL should contain “.edu” in it.  

· Full Articles (not abstracts or reviews) from EBSCO, JSTOR, or Project Muse.

· A general rule: The primary function of academic source is to share knowledge, not make money.

 

WHAT DOES NOT COUNT AS AN ACADEMIC SOURCE:
· Abstracts, book reviews, and most introductions to fictional works (regardless of where they are published)

· Textbooks

· Anthologies

· Non-academic web pages

· Fiction books (novels, poetry, and drama)

· Newspaper articles or articles found in popular magazines or magazines such as Time, Newsweek, BusinessWeek, U.S. News and World Report 

· A journalist may very well produce a thoughtful, insightful, and important overview of a current issue in an academic field, but the journalist's job is to summarize and explain what other people do.
· Encyclopedias and other reference works

· Dictionaries

· Movies and TV shows

· The Bible, the Qur’an, or any other sacred/religious text

http://www.uky.edu/~lbarr2/eng264fall05_files/Page1440.htm

